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gooddes of such offenders, which els remaineth all whole to their
wives and children.
And they them selves be condempned to foe common laborers, and,
oneles the thefte be verie heinous, they be neyther locked in prison,
nor fettered in gives, but be untied and g-o at large, laboring in the
common workes. They that refuse labour, or go slowly and slacklye
to their worke, be not onelye tied in cheynes, but also pricked for-
ward with stripes. But beinge diligente aboute theyr worke they
live without checke or rebuke. Every night they be called' in by
name, and be locked in theyr chambers. Beside their dayly labour,
their life is nothing hard or incommodious. Their fare is indifferent
good, borne at the charges of the weale publike, bicause they be corn-
men servauntes to the commen wealth. But their charges in all
places of the lande is not borne alike. For in some partes that which
is bestowed upon them is gathered of almes. And thoughe that waye
be uncertein, yet the people be so ful of mercy and pitie, that none is
found more profitable or plentiful!. In some places certain landes be
appointed hereunto: of the revenewes whereof they be mainteined. And
in some places everye man geveth a certein tribute for the same use
and purpose.
Againe in some partes of the land these serving men (for so be
these dampned persons called) do no common worke, but as everye
private man nedeth laborours, so he commeth into the markette place,
and there hiereth some of them for meate and drinke, and a certeine
Emitted waiges by the daye, sumwhat cheper then he shoulde hire a
free man. It is also lawefull for them to chastice the slouthe of these
servinge men with stripes. By this meanes they never lacke worke,
and besides the gayninge of their meate and drinke, everye one of
them bringeth dailie some thing into the common treasourie. All
and every one of them be apparailed in one coloure. Their heades
be not polled or shaven, but rounded a lytle above the eares. And the
typpe of the one eare is cut of. Every one of them maye take meate
and drinke of their frendes, and also a coate of their owne colloure:
but to receive money is death, as well to the gever, as to the receivoure.
And no less jeoperdie it is for a free man to receive moneye of a
servynge manne for anye maner or cause: and lykewise for servinge
men to touche weapons.
The servinge men of every sever all shire be distincte and knowen
from other by their severall and distincte badges: whiche to caste
awaye is death: as it is also to be sene oute of the precincte of their
owne shire, or to talke with a servinge man of another shyre. And
it is no less daunger to them, for to intende to runne awaye, then to
do it in dede. Yea and to conceal suche an enterpries in a servinge
man it is deathe, in a free man servitude. Of the contrarie parte,
to him that openeth and uttereth suche counselles, be decreed large
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